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ot PR, .
;xtésxdent Reagan is due to issue an |
order within the next few weeks dxs-
closmg how much extra leash he wants
to give thgyCentral Intelligence Agen—
cy- Last week, in an apparent attempt”
to douse a controversy over proposals -
urging a rauch freer hand, drafted by* "

- officials of the C:I.A. and other intelli- -

_gence agencies;.a senior White House

"aide asserted that his bosswasn’t con- "

- templating a return to the agency’s old

. ways. What Mr: Reagan will likely an-.-

nounce, Presidential counselor Edwin

- Meese 34 said, is a relaxation of sgme *
: restrictions on intelligence operations

* abroad. “We are not going to put the

"€.LA. into domestic: espionage,’”” he

- asserted, “‘orthe F. B I mto forelgn in-

: telligence.”” . 73t R
+ < Earlierinthe month it was reported Co
i‘that the 1ntelhgence officials had

“drafted for Mr. Reagan’s considera-

."tion a kind of spook’s'dream sheet that

appeared, among other things, .to give

- the C.I.A, permission to conduct .cov-
ert operations on the home front.-Mr.
Meese, and-the Deputy Director of

' Central Intelligence, Adm. Bobby R.

-Inman, in testimony in-mid-March,
downplayed the significance of . the
. draft order and its drafters. Theiras-
‘surances might or might not have as-".
“suaged”civil libertarians’ concerns;”
'C:1.A. officials, including the general-

« counsel of the- agency, had a hand m .

thedrafting LTt e i \ .

;- Protecting’ cml lxberties has been |
:one professed concern of Administra-
‘tion spokesmen.. Another, given less
_public attention, is safeguardmg turt. ,

: In Congressional testimony, Attorney-

General William French Smith; asked
“‘about proposals for’ reducing - his de-
4partment s responsibility for monitor-

' ing--intelligence . activities,\ said he .
.would *‘certainly anticipate””. playing .
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